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Convention Protest Head Once ^ Was Dupe of CIA^ 


Says Was Hired in 1962 
‘to Carry Old Glory’ 


WASHINGTON (AP) - An or- 
ganizer of the demonstrations at 
the Democratic National Con- 
vention told House investigators 
Monday he once “was a dupe of 
%e Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy.” 

Thomas E. Hayden, 28, of 
Oakland, Calif., co-director ofi 
ithe National Mobilization Com- 
jmittee to End the War in Viet- 
|nam, told a special sUbcommit- 
jtee of the House Committee on 
I un-American Activities: 

I “I was hired to go to the 
I Youth Festival at Helsinki, Fin- 
land to carry Old Glory into the 
heartland of Communism.” 

He said he learned later that 
he was part of a CIA plan in 
which students were unknowing- 
ly used to spread the message 
of democracy among interna- 
tional youth leaders. 

Hayden said he later changed 
his mind, after having been 
hired- He said the plan had been 
for him to “publish a little 
newspaper” for distribution at 
the festival, held in 1962, which 
was described by subcommittee 
counsel as communist con- 
trolled. 

The CIA had no comment on 


Hayden’s assertions. 

Hayden testified on the first 
day of a renewed series of hear- 
ings on the street riots that ac- 
companied the Democratic con- 
vention in Chicago last August. 
The hearings, which started be- 
fore Congress adjourned, are in- 
tended to determine whether 
subversive influences were 
present in organization of the 
antiwar protests which sparked 
the rioting. 

Rep. Richard Ichord, D-Mo., 
chairman of the subcommittee, 
headed off a move by Hayden 
and his counsel to introduce into 
the record a report on the Chi- 
cago riots made to the Presi- 
dent’s commission on violence. 


Ichord said he considers the 
report, made public Sunday 
night, to be only collateral to 
the purpose of the hearing. 

Hayden, the only witness most 
of the first day, said he and oth- 
er youth leaders visited North 
Vietnam in 1965. Under .ques- 
tioning by subcommittee coun-| 
■sel Frank Conley, he said the 
trip was to “learn the North 
Vietnamese viewpoint on the 
war and prospects for peace.” 

He said the Chicago police 
were part of overly-elaborate 
preparations for security at the 
convention that would have 
caused a disruption no matter] 
what the demonstrators had 
done. 


Hayden and subcommittee 
member Rep. Albert Watson, 
R-S.C., engaged in an exchange 
in which Hayden asked, “Would 
you rather be hit by a bag of 
urine or mace? I would rather 
be hit by urine” 

Watson said he would not 
stand ;quietly by— referring to 
Chicago policemen— were he to 
be struck with either. 

Hayden said he considers 
himself an organizer with the 
avowed purpose of putting the 
HUAC out of business. He added 
that he likely will be jailed for 
carrying out his views. He is 
being prosecuted in Chicago on 
charges growing out of the dis- 
orders. 



